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February 2016 (Gstaad) – Artist Rolf Sachs is showing a series of new works alongside 

some iconic pieces for an exhibition presented in collaboration with Hauser & Wirth at 

the Vieux Chalet in Gstaad, Switzerland. The exhibition features sculpture, portraiture 

and a large-scale site-specific neon installation on the exterior and invites visitors to 

explore pieces throughout the Chalet.  

On view from February 12-18, 2016, the exhibition reflects Sachs’ conceptual approach 

influenced by alpine history, culture and craftsmanship.  

Sachs draws much of his inspiration from the immediate surroundings of the exhibition, 

which results in a show specific to its environment. Imbuing everyday objects with 

passion and humour, his creations aim to surprise the viewer, while offering new 

perspectives and intimate experiences. The artist injects his perceptions of the region 

into personal works that celebrate local traditions, craftsmanship and landscape.  

Visitors are welcomed by the powerful statement of Sachs’ iconic ice pick slammed into 

the wall through a piece of felt, a bold juxtaposition of a traditional object with the 

unexpected. ‘Hay Fling’ (2015), an installation that freezes a moment in time by 

capturing a bundle of hay flying in mid-air, expresses a familiar feeling of lightness and 

freedom. In the site-specific intervention ‘Rocks’ (2015), stones collected by Sachs from 

the local mountain region, appear to pierce through the wall. 



The exhibition is presented in collaboration with Hauser & Wirth and is on view by 

appointment only.  

      ### 

Image Credit: Bodenständig, 2012 cast bronze with patination (close-up)  

 H25cm x W114cm x D43 unique in a series of 3 & 1 AP 
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NOTES TO EDITORS:  

About Rolf Sachs: 

Artist Rolf Sachs is recognised for his distinctive, conceptual approach, which he applies 

across a multitude of disciplines, ranging from photography, furniture, lighting, sculpture, 

installations, through to architectural projects and set design for opera and ballet.  

 

Sachs creates work that draws upon the subconscious and aims to gain access to the 

collective memory. The common thread that runs through his multi-disciplinary work is his 

passion for experimentation and invention, which drives him to challenge the 

applications of materials, processes and everyday objects. By removing them from their 

normal context, he redefines their substance and their function, injecting them with 

character and creating powerful, emotional connections.  

 

Rolf Sachs was born in Switzerland in 1955. After studying in the US and the UK in the late 

80’s, Sachs moved to London in 1994 to focus on his artistic career. Here, he set up a 

studio and has since been featured in numerous collaborations and exhibitions. His work 

has been showcased internationally in art galleries and museums, including the Victoria 

and Albert Museum and the Museum für Angewandte Kunst Köln.  
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