
 

LES ATELIERS COURBET WILL RE-OPEN NEWLY DESIGNED GALLERY AND 
SHOWROOM ON MARCH 10, 2016 

 

The inaugural exhibition in celebration of the re-opening will unveil new leather 
furniture by Italian designer Mario Milana 

 

 
February (New York, NY) - Les Ateliers Courbet will open its newly designed gallery and 
showroom on March 10, 2016. In celebration of its transformation, New York’s Master-
Craftsmen’s gallery will unveil its collaborative collection of chairs designed by Mario Milana 
presenting the impeccable furniture craftsmanship of Northern Italy featuring leather upholstery 
and bronze casting. 
 

The newly designed space was created in collaboration with real estate developer Ross Morgan 
and his team at the Little Red House, as part of his vision for the 1854 landmarked building that 
houses Les Ateliers Courbet. Reasserting and enhancing the original grandeur of the space, the 
new adjoining salons incorporate original architectural details, revealed and carefully preserved 
by Morgan. The 19thcentury building was originally home to Brewster & Co, the highly regarded 
workshops of coach makers. The incarnation of the former manufacture building combined with 
contemporary elements mirrors the gallery’s representation of century-old manufacturers and 
beautifully crafted contemporary design objects.  
 

Les Atelier Courbet’s gallery will continue to showcase leading master-craftsmen and introduce 
new designer collections and collaborations throughout 2016. In May and October, the gallery 
will present two-part exhibition program Vienna Workshops, introducing first the extraordinary 
silver work of Wiener Silber Manufaktur to the United States followed by a full immersion into the 
history of the crystal manufacturer Lobmeyr in the fall. 



 

In addition, Les Ateliers Courbet is pleased to announce its new collaboration with Mexican 
designer Sami Hayek, whose extraordinary furniture draws focus to the centuries-old heritage of 
meticulous craftsmanship in the regions of Oaxaca, Michoacán, Jalisco and Guadalajara in 
Mexico. This year Les Ateliers Courbet also announces the additions of the most revered 
workshops of Porzellan Manufaktur Nymphenburg, i Vassalletti, Lobmeyr, Wiener Silber 
Manufactur to its portfolio of master-craftsmen and home furnishing and decor collections. The 
Italian workshop I Vassalletti brings to Les Ateliers Courbet its incredible, painstakingly produced 
inlaid wood and metal treatment of surfaces, while the selection of Lobmey, Wiener Silber 
Manufactur and Nymphenburg spans from their inception to their respective partnerships with 
contemporary designers and artists through time.  
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About Atelier Courbet: 
Les Ateliers Courbet is a shop with an adjacent gallery presenting exquisite objects, furniture, 
textile, lighting collections and home accessories scoured from the world’s most revered 
workshops established as far back as the 16th century. Like galleries to artists, the team 
represents a portfolio of master-craftsmen that carry on traditional, painstaking savoir-faire 
and extend their smithery to our contemporary lifestyle. Atelier Courbet bridges its portfolio of 
workshops to a clientele of interior designers while creating exclusive collaborations between  

the masters and contemporary artists, designers or guest luminaries of today. The tightly 
curated selection encompasses one-of-a-kind and limited edition pieces. In 2016, Les Ateliers 
Courbet is proud to expand the services it offers to designers and artists. 

About Mario Milana:  
Mario Milana was born in Milan, Italy in 1981. He graduated with a degree in Industrial Design 
from the Instituto Europeo del Design di Milano in 2003. In 2005 he moved to New York where 
he worked with Karim Rashid for 8 years. As a Senior Designer at Rashid’s studio, Milana had 
the opportunity to work with clients like Alessi, Artemide, Corian, Gufram, Meritalia, Riva1920, 
Samsung, Slide, Tonelli and Zanotta. 
 

In 2014 Milana founded his own eponymous studio based in New York and Milan. His first 
collection of furniture, all handmade in Milan, was launched during the 2014 Salone del Mobile. 
In his design practice and philosophy Milana is interested in exploring craft, functionality and 
simplicity, and in merging the worlds of the artisan and technology. 
 

The artisans of Italy are a large source of inspiration to Mario Milana. All of the chairs are 
handmade in and just outside of Milan—the designer's hometown. Mario Milana has great 
respect for the work of these craftsmen; the metals are all hand-welded and the weld marks left 
to tell the story of the production behind the object; the highest quality Italian leather is all 
hand stitched and upholstered by a small family owned operation in Seregno that has been in 
business for generations. The designer truly believes that you can create innovative designs 
using traditional production technologies and that we must support and uphold these artisans 
and their savoir-faire. 
 
About Wiener Silber Manufaktur: 
In 1882, Alexander Sturm, a trained gold- and silversmith, founded what is today Wiener Silber 
Manufactur in Vienna. By the turn of the century the silversmiths created objects for the 
intellectual elite that favored the simple lines of the Wiener Werkstätte. After the Second 
World War, the manufacturer became involved with avant-garde again and partnerships with 
luminary designers and architects lasted until it closed its doors in 1988. It was the vision of an 
innovative tradition of service that inspired George Stradiot to found the Vienna Silver 
Manufactur in 2008. Today the company revives masterpieces from their collection of 11,000 
drawings dating to 1882, as well as paving new roads in the production of silver with artists such 
as Erwin Wurm and Zaha Hadid.   
 
About Lobmeyr:  
Lobmeyr was founded in 1823 in Vienna, Austria. An astute eye for new aesthetic and scientific 
movements has always characterized Lobmeyr’s work. While designers continue to inject new 
life into the company's offerings even today, the past continues to be made available. Their 



unique archive documents almost 200 years of activity and is not just a treasure trove of 
samples but also a source of inspiration. From the Baroque to the birth of modernism under the 
Wiener Werkstätte, from Art Deco to Atomic design, Lobmeyr's trailblazing participation in the 
design movements that defined the 19th, 20th, and now 21st Century is unmistakable.   
 
About Porzellan Manufaktur Nymphenburg: 
Since its inception in 1747 Nymphenburg has produced some of the finest porcelain pieces in 
the world. While the German company was once best known for its delicate figurines and 
stunningly accurate animals executed in bisque, today the manufacturer sets its sights on 
important partnerships with designers and artists. Most recently, Nymphenburg invited Ted 
Meuhling to create several new services for the company, all of which are happily presented by 
Les Ateliers Courbet.  
   
About I Vassalletti: 
I Vassalletti is a contemporary manufacturing firm inspired by the tradition of Renaissance 
artisans’ shops that designs, manufactures and installs furnishing elements of the highest 
quality for prestigious projects across the globe. From flooring to boiserie, furniture to 
accessories, I Vassalletti is in intense dialogue with outstanding interior design studios and at 
the direct service of customers the world over. But its roots, the foundation from which it has 
developed, come from a noble tradition of creativity and ingenuity that has distinguished the 
history of Tuscany over the centuries.  Combining its heritage of knowledge with a special 
artisan’s sensitivity, I Vassalletti began to collaborate on important projects for restoring 
ancient buildings and historic residences, with a prestigious clientele all over Europe, including 
the Kremlin in Moscow and the castle of Maison Laffitte in France. Based on this intense 
experience, a real research laboratory was developed. Apart from the classic canons, it began to 
offer original, one-of-a-kind creations, fusing memory with a vision of the future.    
 
About Sami Hayek: 
Sami Hayek is a Mexican-born, L.A. based designer whose work includes environmental and 
furniture design projects. Hayek’s design philosophy is based on an ongoing dialogue of 
powerful thoughts and moments in time translated into colors, textures, forms and 
compositions. Born in Coatzacoalcos, Mexico, to a multi-cultural family, Hayek was exposed 
early on to a rich expression of colors and the vibrant energy found in the local markets, streets, 
and people. This diversity and richness continues to have a significant impact on his work.  He 
has a particular appreciation for the craftsmanship and authenticity of traditional workmanship 
but brings a contemporary sensibility to his designs.   
 
Sami Hayek’s work has been included in numerous international gallery exhibitions and has 
been widely published. In the luxury realm, he has designed projects for brands such as Louis 
Vuitton, Poltrona Frau, and Bentley, for whom he designed a concept aircraft. Versatile and 
creative, he has designed commercial and residential interiors and buildings, including a 
120unit middle-income housing project that he both developed and designed in Tijuana, 
Mexico.    


